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] Festivals and Performing Arts in Tokushima

Tokushima is blessed with a warm climate and a diverse natural
environment. People in Tokushima have supplied many products,
such as indigo dye to the all over Japan. Furthermore, the
prefecture also had extensive connections with the former political,
economic, and cultural centers of “Kinai® and *Edo” . People
incorporated trends from other areas into their own festivals and
performing arts, producing and passing on new forms of them,
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Modern and Contemporary Times in
Tokushima

Inmodern and contemporary times, o the second half of the 19th
century and later, society and the nation’s lives changed greatly.
Japan fought multiple wars up through the mid-20th century, and
their devastation reached Tokushima Prefecture. During recovery
from the Pacific War (World War 11) and the period of rapid
economic growth that followed, as well as up through today,
people have worked to lead rich daily lives.

The city of Tokushima after the air raid.

Early Modern Times in Tokushima

I Japan, early modern times lasted from around the second half of
the 16th century to the second half of the 19th century
(Azuchi-Momoyama period and Edo period). Throughout early
modern times, the Hachisuka clan ruled Awa Province (Tokushima
Prefecture). In the Tokushima Domain's territory, many notable
local products were produced, including Awa indigo. Also, people
increasingly went on trips that were centered on the Shikoku
Pilgrimage.

Performance of “Sanbaso” by Puppets

such as the dance called *Awa Odori"

Permanent Exhibition

INFOMATION

eHours
9:30am - 5:00pm

eClosed Days
Every Monday (If a holiday falls on Monday, we are closed the following day )
The New Year Holidays ( 12/29-1/4)

eAdmission Fees
(inside the parenthesis indicates group discount prices of 20 or more individuals )
General admission : 400yen ( 320yen )
High School / College students : 200yen ( 160yen )
Elementary / Middle School students : 100yen ( 80yen )

eDirections
25 min. by bus from JR Tokushima Station.
15 min. by taxi from JR Tokusihma Station.
35 min. walk from JR Bunkanomori Station.
20 min. by car from Tokshima I.C. of the Tokushima Expressway.
Free parking is available.
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8 Nature and Lifestyles in Tokushima
Tokushima's climate and terrain vary greatly. It has a warm
temperate climate in its southern area and a cool temperate
climate around the almost two-thousand meter-high Mt.
Tsurugisan. Approximately four-fifths of the prefecture is
mountainous land. There, one finds much steep terrain deep
valleys. There are also many rivers in the prefecture, such as
Yoshinogawa River and Nakagawa River, providing an abundance
of water resources. Tokushima's diverse natural environment is host
to many living things, and people's daily lives involve the natural
environment in a variety of ways.

Tyrannosaurus rex

Chrysanthemum yoshinoganthum

12 The History of the Earth and Life

Approximately 4.6 billion years ago, the Earth was born. It is

thought that life appeared around 4 to 3.8 billion years ago. Life
first emerged in the ocean. For a long time, there were only tiny
organisms. However, around 600 million to 550 million years ago,
large organisms appeared. Then, around 400 million years ago,
they came onto land. Subsequently, they would adapt to various
environments and evolve.
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Biodiversity
Living things have evolved over an incredibly long period. Today on
the Earth, there are more then 1.6 million species-quite an astounding

2 &3]

Sample for evaluation of indigo dye
called” Teita-kagami”

ll Middle Ages in Tokushima

number. They live while being involved with each other in
complicated ways. In the same way, humans enjoy nature’s
blessings while connecting with other living things. However, due to
environmental degradation, the Earth's biodiversity is being lost.
2 Geological Age in Tokushima
In the Shikoku area (Tokushima and other prefectures), the
geological structure extends in an east and west direction. The
rocks and strata are from different ages and formed in different
ways. The foundation of Shikoku is composed of an accretionary
wedge, which is a complicated geological body with strata and rock
fragments of different kinds. This accretionary wedge is covered by
strata from various ages.

Amieu s ewIyS{oL 19403 AjanisuayRIdWOS Koy L

4O WAL BUY UO PIRIUI) e U

“aanyn> pue Kioisiy

-, 2Wp pue 3yt

During the middle ages, which lasted from the second half of the
Tith century to the second half of the 16th century, manors and
government-controlled lands were sites of rule and people's daily
fives. The imperial court and shogunate ruled over the country, and
the warrior class, which had become more powerful, flourished, as
did the masses. Buddhism and magical religious beliefs and

Ornithoptera goliath

Tokushima Dinosaur Collection
The Early Cretaceous strata (approx. 130 million to 100 million years

practices also spread.

3 Prehistory and Ancient Times in Tokushima

The museum’s prehistoric and ancient exhibitions cover from
approximately 20 thousand years ago until the 11th century. They
present humans and their lives from when they first came to
Tokushima until the emergence of Awa Province (the predecessor
of today's Tokushima Prefecture). Over this long period, the natural
environment changed, and exchange took place with East Asia,
transforming production technologies and social structures.

Standing Eleven-headed Avalokiteshvara

ago) are distributed in the Katsuuragawa Basin area, Tokushima
Prefecture. These strata have yielded various plant and animal
fossils. The first dinosaur fossildiscovered in Shikoku was from here.
Subsequent excavations also produced valuable fossis

Heteromorph ammonite:
Pravitoceras sigmoidale

Denchojagahara “Dotaku” No.1 Malawisaurus dixeyi
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